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Kurak bitki ortiistinde blytiyen canlilarin sikliklari azdir. Birbirine yakinliklar kullandiklari
kaynaklarin yeterliligine gore degisebilir. Ben genellikle yalniz buytdim, siki sikiya
yanimda tuttugum seylerin yeterli oldugunu diistinerek. Riizgar kurak cografyalara
eslik eder, siirekli sirkiile olan hava nemlenecek zamani bulamaz. Neden sikimadigimi
cok diisinmedim. Riizgari ne kadar ¢ok teninde hissedersen o kadar gevrenin kocaman
bir hacimle doldugunu diistiniirsiin. Dolayisiyla agaglar ve ¢ali kimelerinin arasindaki
mesafeler gittikge artar, sanki her birinin anlastigi ve bagl oldugu toprakta sinirlari
vardir. Onlara yaklastiginda birlikte hissedersin ¢linkii beslendigi bosluga girmis olursun,
cok yakininda biiyiimeye calisirsan biiylk ihtimalle birlikte 6liirsiiniiz. Babakale biraz
bdyle, her bitki tane tane, eger su seviyesinden yukaridaysan aralarindaki mesafe
daha ¢ok aciliyor ve bazi anlarda daglarla sariimis biricik yerlerde siklasan bitki
ortisiine rasthyorsun. Fanatik bir his ¢linkii boslukla cevrildiginde onu dolduracak
hisleri durduracak direngle karsilasmazsin. Denize yakin evde bulusuyorduk, benim
genellikle aksamdsti ¢imlerin lizerine uzandigim ve gokytiziini izledigim yerin altinda
mezar varmis. Bunu sonra 6grendim, oraya yeniden geldigimde viicudumun izi gériindr
oldugu icin ayni yere yatmaya calistim. Nedense disiplinli olmam gerekiyormus gibi
hissetmistim. Kéyde savas gururunu ve tarihini tasiyan ipuclari gérebiliyorsunuz.
Stratejik bir avantaj, cografyanin ve topragin kullanildigi bir zaferi herkes biliyor ama
artik glincel degil dolayisiyla bunu yasatmak icin kdytin merkezinde bicak tireten bir
zanaatkar var. Bicaklari éldirme 6zelliklerine gore tasarlamayacagina artik yemin
etmis ve biz de ordaki glinlerimiz boyunca meyve ve sebze kesiyorduk. Kurak yerler sulu
meyve verir. Ben 15 yasimda bile bazen yataga isiyordum, utandigim igin arkadasimda
kaldigim zamanlarda uyumadan 6nce hi¢ su icmezdim. Su iceren besinlerin her zaman
sehvetli bir esigi vardir, belki de gevrelerinin kurakligiyla birlikte onlar igin biricik olan
topladiklari suyun bir anda disari gclkmasiyla katlanir. Butlniyle erotik ve muhafaza
temelli bir an, siki sikiya saklanilan degerler dirtiildigiinde disariya sakince gikmazlar.
Suburanin gegim kaynag, balik¢ilik Babakale’de olmasaydi burasi kendini stirdiiremezdi.
Dolayisiyla herkes suyun degerinin farkinda. Hayatim boyunca deniz yerine ormana yakin
yasadim, bu beni daha dolayli diistinen biri yapti. Ormanda cizgiler gokyuziinden topraga
inerken slirekli bozulur ama denizde cok temel gizgisel bir denge vardir ve stireklidir. Yaz
asklarininmasum ve dogrudan olmasi belki de bu ylizdendir. Liman buranin en yapilasmis
yeri, kaynak oldugu icin oraya odaklanilan kararlar kdytin diger kisimlarini daha sakin ve
sosyal yapmis. Denizle karanin birlestigi yerler liman kadar evcil degil, cogunlukla taslk
ve deniz kestaneleriyle kaplanmis. Yiizmek isteyen birinin karadan suya gegerken sadece
1St ve yogunluk degiskeni disinda odagini suyun altina vermesi gereken bir an. Basilan
yer, ylizmeye basladigimiz ve bitirdigimiz anda énemlidir. Ne kadar yaz sevmedigimi
sdylesem de suyun altinda dolasirken elim taninmayacak kadar cildimin kiristigi anlari cok
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severim. Asinim kati maddelere 6zeldir, mecazda zaman icin kullanilir. Yazdigim zamanla
Babakale'de oldugum zamanin arasindan yaklasik 3 yil gegmis olabilir. Hafizamin neleri
tasidigini yeni 6greniyorum. Deniz kestaneleri suya doyduklari igin i¢lerinde protein

tasirlar ¢linkii glines onlara ancak kirilarak ulasabilir.

+How‘od'mki en bisyik bagarin ne?
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ve d?-‘*?-k\?-"diéi'“i N-‘-“’-Hiri‘\‘"lw- :Bwlev‘cbiluek olsa, neyi bilmek isterdin?
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The density of beings growing on acrid vegetation is low. Their distance from one another
may change according to the sufficiency of the resources they use. | basically grew
up alone, thinking that the things I hold onto dearly are enough. The wind accompanies
arid landscapes, and the constantly circulating air does not have time to moisturize. |
didn’t question why I wasn’t bored, the more you feel the wind on your skin the more you
think your surroundings are filled with an immense volume. So the distances between
the clusters of trees and plants become greater and greater as if each of them has its
boundaries in the soil that they agreed on. When you get close to them you feel together
because you enter the space where they feed, if you try to grow too close you will probably
die together. Babakale is a bit like that, each plant is piece by piece, if you are above sea
level, the distance between them gets bigger and sometimes you encounter more dense
vegetation in rare patches cuddled in mountains. It feels fanatic because when you're
surrounded by emptiness, there’s no resistance to stop the sensations to fill it. We used
tomeetat the house near the sea, and | found out later that there was a grave under the
place where | usually lay on the grass in the afternoon and watched the sky, and when |
came back there again, | tried to lie on the same place because the trace of my body was
visible. For some reason, | felt like | had to be disciplined. In the village, you can see hints of
war pride and history. Everyone knows the strategic advantage, a victory using geography
and land, but it’s no longer relevant, so to keep it alive there is an artisan in the center of
the village who makes knives. He has sworn that he will no longer craft knives for killing
properties and we were cutting fruits and vegetables during our days in Babakale. Dry
places produce juicy fruit. Even when | was 15, | sometimes peed in bed, and when | was
staying at my friend’s houses, | never drank water before going to sleep because | was
embarrassed. Watery foods always have a lustful threshold, perhaps because in the aridity
of their environment they endure the sudden release of the water they have collected,
whichis unique to them. It’s a moment of total eroticism and preservation, of tightly held
values that don’t come out quietly when prodded. Water is the source of livelihood here,
without fishing in Babakale this place would not be able to sustain itself, so everyone is
aware of the value of water. Allmy life have lived closer to the forest than the sea, and this
has made me a more indirect thinker, in the forest, the lines are constantly distorted as
they descend from the sky to the underground, but in the sea, there is a very basic linear
balance and it is continuous. Perhaps this is why summer loves are innocent and direct.
The harbor is the most developed part of the village, since it is the source, the decisions
concentrated there have made the other parts of the village more calm and social. Where
the land meets the sea is not as tame as the harbor, mostly stony and covered with sea
urchins. It is a moment when swimmers focus not only on the temperature and density
variables but also on the water underneath when moving from land to water. Where we
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stepisimportant at the moment we start and end the swim. No matter how muchlsayl

don’t like summer, | love the moment when my skin wrinkles so much that 1 don’t recognize

my hand while wandering underwater. Erosionis specific to solids, used metaphorically

for time. About 3 years may have passed between the time I am writing and the time

| was in Babakale. ’'m just learning which memories | carry. Sea urchins carry protein

inside them because they are saturated with water and the sun can only reach them

through refraction.

tWhat is the greatest
accomplishment of your life?

q

-My friendships. | feel very blessed |

( and kind of frouo\ ) to be still
very close to most of "y childhood
friends. There is something
soothing aboat being around people
who have known you forever, people
who make ITIN feel at home. And
since | moved to Istanbul like 10
years ago, I’ve been fortunate
enongh to meet and get close with
50 many fellow artist and art
professional friends with whom |
share a vulnerable, loyal, and
cherished relationship. T\nzvl make
me feel heard, understood and
sapported. So u\eoda, being part of
these tight-knit commanities based
on the grounds of trust and an
investment in each other’s well
being is my greatest
accomplishment in life.

+ifa crw.d“ad ball could tell You the trath about
yourself, your life, the future or anything else,
what would youw want to know?

-| would like to know about My sramo\w\oﬂner

lrma, born in Berlin, left GQrmomw for C‘/\Gcaso

two decades before the Nazis took power (so |
am alive). She died in Los Pmselu, years

before | was born. | want +o know who she was,
what she did, what she liked, what she

thonght aboat, what her favorite food was,
what she liked when she was a child, what her
dreams were, did she prefer cats or dogs, etc...
That’s what | want to know.




